The following autumn she was attended by me for a hysterical attack, which was followed by aphonia for three weeks. During the last week of January 1889 she took a fit in school, and was unconscious for four hours, and was seen by Dr Murray, who pronounced it catalepsy. For a few days afterwards she was peculiar I
hysterical fits, and a sister of her father suffered from epilepsy. The father and mother were of distinctly alcoholic tendencies, while previous to her marriage the mother had lived rather a gay life. Menstruation began when she was 17 years of age, but has been regular, plentiful, and accompanied by no special pain further than slight headaches. * Two years ago?in September 1886?she fell down in the street, and was carried into a chemist's shop, where she remained unconscious for four hours. She was attended by a medical man for three or ? four days, but no definite opinion was given as to the cause.
The following autumn she was attended by me for a hysterical attack, which was followed by aphonia for three weeks. During the last week of January 1889 she took a fit in school, and was unconscious for four hours, and was seen by Dr Murray, who pronounced it catalepsy. For a few days afterwards she was peculiar I in manner, inclined to laughter and to make light of her attack. At this time she had a quarrel with the gentleman to whom she was engaged, and on the 31st of January went to a friend's house in the east end of the town, where she behaved in a very excited manner.
She left about 8.30 p.m., after kissing her friend six times, coming back again and again to repeat her good-byes, and stating she intended to jump over the Dean Bridge. Several hours afterwards she was found sitting unconscious on the railings at Donaldson's Hospital, and was removed to Ward YI. Royal Infirmary, where she remained in that condition till between 9 and 10 a.m.
Her mother questioned her, but all she could say was that she had felt her head light, and took a car home. She imagined she went to the tramway terminus, and wandered .round and round some square under the impression she had asked her way home. Doubtless this lapse of memory immediately preceded a distinct attack of catalepsy. The fortnight after this she did not return to school, but was particularly bright and intelligent, and told all her hospital experiences. From inquiries, it seems that in Ward VI. it was considered at the time an ordinary hysterical attack.
On Sunday the 2?th of February she lay in bed most of the forenoon, but rose and made her bed about 2 p.m., took a hearty dinner, and went to bed again about 4. Her mother noticed she took a slight convulsive fit, her face becoming purple and the breathing unnatural; she then turned on her side, and neither spoke nor moved in spite of all efforts to rouse her. She was seen first on Monday, 25th February, at 1 p.m., and was lying in bed with her hands stretched out at her sides, the body perfectly rigid, and to all appearance dead, save for the warmth to the touch, the bright colour in the cheeks and lips, and the faint but regular breathing occasionally broken in rhythm by an inaudible sigh, during which the chest was filled to its utmost capacity. The teeth and jaws were firmly clenched, the eyelids closed, but not tightly, the eyeballs turned straight -up, the whites alone being visible, and the pupils with difficulty seen to be slightly dilated. The conjunctive were completely insensitive. Pulse was 90, well sustained, regular. The respirations 20 per minute, mostly natural, but occasionally broken by a prolonged inspiration and expiration about every fifth breath, but varying. The limbs were plastic, and capable of being moulded into any position, which, however peculiar, remained fixed. The head was bent on the chest, the back curved, each respective joint of the arm, the shoulder, elbow, wrist, fingers, the hip, the knee with difficulty was moved, and the result was the same, the ankle not so markedly as the others, and the toes remained flexible, but these only.. Sensations and to show her familiarity with it she wrote with her left hand, in beautiful letters and in very elegant .French, an exciting account of the scene on board ship during the storm and threatened shipwreck. For a day or two she was allowed the run of the house, was sent out walking carefully guarded, and during that time she took her food and slept well, amusing herself by playing tunes on the piano with her left hand, but the delusions remained fixed as before. Several times she was seen during sleep, but on no occasion did the right arm relax or resume its 'normal condition.
With some reluctance, but for the sake of better treatment, she was certified as a lunatic and removed to Morningside Asylum, under Dr Clouston's care.
It is worthy of note that when the attendants came to remove her, she stooped down and laced her boots with the right hand, evidently under the influence of strong excitement.
To Dr Middlemass I am indebted for the following notes taken in the Asylum :?
" The morning after admission she said that her memory was much improved, and she had got rid of some of the delusions she had expressed on the previous day, notably in regard to her age. She distinctly remembered her condition of the day before, and stated that she fully believed the statements she then made, but could give no explanation of them.
" She improved considerably, but about three weeks after 
